
 
Literacy is a tale of human transformation.   

Be part of the success story! 
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Mayor Terry Bellamy proclaims September as Adult 
Literacy Awareness Month in Asheville   

  

How can you help?  Spread the word that the Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
offers hope to non-readers  

  

Mayor Terry Bellamy declared September 2009 as Adult Literacy Awareness Month in Asheville, North 
Carolina, at the City Council meeting on August 25.  Amanda Edwards, Executive Director of the 

Literacy Council of Buncombe, was present to receive the proclamation.   

  

"Literacy is our greatest weapon in the ongoing struggle between success and failure to ensure 
economic vitality and prosperity for all our residents," Mayor Bellamy, who is a strong advocate for 

quality education, read in the proclamation.  

  

"Our goal is to raise awareness about the need to increase adult literacy in our community and help 
people know where they can go to get help," said Amanda Edwards.  "The Literacy Council provides 

caring and confidential help to adult non-readers through trained volunteer tutors.  Statistics show that 
the greatest predictor of a child's success in school is the reading level of his mother.  If we can help 

adults build their reading, writing, and language skills, then we also help our children succeed in 
school."  

  

According to a literacy study conducted in 2003 by the U.S. Department of Education, it is estimated 
that 1 in 10 adults in Buncombe County cannot read at a basic level.  By issuing the proclamation, 
Bellamy and Edwards challenge all citizens in Asheville and Buncombe County to take action for 
literacy.  Everyone can help by being aware of people who have difficulty with reading and by 

spreading the word that non-readers and non-English speaking adults can get help at the Literacy 
Council of Buncombe County.  
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Amanda Edwards, Executive Director, receives the Proclamation from Mayor Terry Bellamy 

 

During the month of September, you can support our 
programs and two local businesses in the community 

who are partnering with us to celebrate Adult 
Literacy Awareness. 

During the month of September, relax with a variety of luxurious services at the 
spa, then make a donation to the Literacy Council while you are at the Spa.  They 

will match your gifts dollar for dollar up to $1,000, and will thank you with a 
discount card for your next visit.   

Relax knowing that you are making a difference in someone's life! 

 

59 Haywood Street 828-253-3222 
 Two Town Square Boulevard at Biltmore Park 828-687-8760 

Every Tuesday evening during the month of September, have a fabulous dinner at 
Nova Restaurant and they will donate 10% of the total proceeds to the Literacy 

Council.  

 

  109 Broadway           828-505-2152 

THANKS TO THESE BUSINESS PARTNERS FOR THEIR 
SUPPORT! 

 

   

SARA GRUEN AT THE 2ND ANNUAL 

AUTHORS FOR LITERACY DINNER AND 

SILENT AUCTION  
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Sara Gruen (center) with Julie Heinitsh, Gene Adams, James Carter and Jill Franklin, Executive 
Committee of the Board of the Literacy Council 

 

We owe special thanks to Asheville's own NY Times best-selling author Sara 

Gruen and our Platinum Sponsor Blue Ridge Energy Systems, for making 

Friday night such a special evening for the maximum capacity crowd!  We 
raised over $25,000 through the generous support of our sponsors, guests 

and silent auction businesses and individuals.   
 

 
A happy auction item winner sits with Michael Hofman, ceramic artist who donated the table 

centerpieces 
 
 

 
Sara Gruen addresses a maximum capacity audience 

 

Check this link to CBS News about the life-transforming power of  

Water for Elephants. 

 

A Tale With a Storybook Ending 
 
 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO CAN'T READ TO THEIR CHILD?   
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WANTS A BETTER JOB BUT NEEDS 

ADDITIONAL READING AND MATH SKILLS? 
 

A Report from Becca Loli, Adult Education Coordinator 
 

I have spent much of July getting to know our 40 active adult education tutor-student pairs. We 

kick off the Adult Education Tutor Training on August 11th, and will graduate 10 new tutors in 
early September from this class. Meanwhile, we have been happy to see a few new adult 

education students for intake. Our adult education students are slow to seek help with their 
reading difficulties. Many are embarrassed about their inability to read, and some have 

economic concerns that push education to the back burner. Our program can help, but we 

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs014/1101895206248/archive/1102660275066.html Page 3 / 4

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/08/07/assignment_america/main5226067.shtml?tag=contentMain;contentBody


 

need you to be our ambassadors to your neighborhoods and places of work. We need you to 
refer individuals to us who may be able to benefit from reading and writing instruction. You will 
find potential adult education students in many roles in the community: housewives, farmers, 
assembly line workers, cashiers, deli clerks, retail associates, warehouse workers, certified 

nursing assistants, preschool teachers, and more.  

  

Here's just a preview of those we've seen: 

l A bright, middle-aged homeless man who holds down a part-time job in the fast-food 
industry came to us seeking help to study for a work-related test. If he can pass the test 
it will allow him to change industries and build a better career. We matched him with a 

tutor the day after he came for his intake, and we hope to hear news of his success 
soon! 

l A middle-aged housewife with an associate's degree feels left out whenever her friends 
and family pass books around and talk about what they've read. She reads well, but 

doesn't enjoy it and struggles with poor vocabulary and reading comprehension.  
l A part-time employee at a fast-food restaurant came to us seeking assistance with 

reading and basic math skills needed to run a register. She cleans and cooks at her 
present employer, but hopes to work towards working the register soon. 

 
l A part-time dishwasher at a downtown eatery came to us seeking assistance with 
reading his mail so he can keep up with his medical appointments better. He has just 
learned most of the alphabet, and is ready to have someone help him learn the sounds 

that go with each letter. 

 

PLEASE BE AN ADVOCATE ... SHARE THIS E-NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY.  EVERYONE CAN HELP TRANSFORM LIVES WITH THE 
GIFT OF LITERACY! 

  

 

September 3 is United Way Day of Caring 

The United Way through Hands-On Asheville-Buncombe will deploy volunteers 
from Eaton Corporation throughout the county to champion the cause of literacy.  

The Eaton Corporation team will help the Literacy Council raise awareness 
about the problems of non-readers in our community by distributing bookmarks 

and materials at libraries, bookstores, community centers, and local 
businesses.  Thanks to United Way and Eaton Corporation! 

 

Please take a moment to watch the YouTube video produced by United 
Way...the Literacy Council is featured! 

United Way Asheville and Buncombe County 2009 
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